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AN EMINENT English theologian has recently written a book
on what he calls Basic Christianity.1 The author attempts
to present the Religion of Je'sus, shorn of its many accre-
tions and the elaborate doctrines and ecclesiastical para-
pharnelia it has accumulated through the ages, as the most
acceptable religion for the modern man all over the world.
The analogy on which the author bases his theme is, as the
title itself suggests, that of Basic English as the world-
language. He examines the claims and the adaptability of
the chief living religions of the world and comes, perhaps
too glibly, to the conclusion that Christianity is the religion
best calculated to win world acceptance. As in the plea
for Basic English the author's predilections have no doubt
influenced his choice and his arguments. Christianity, like
English, has spread all over the world and, in its simplest
and most intelligible form, as presented by the author,
does stake a claim to be the world-religion. His main
submission is that the Religion of Jesus is most clearly and
completely enshrined in what has come to be known and
revered all over the world as the Lord's Prayer, This
accords with the judgment of such an earnest and well-
equipped modern student of religion and psychology as
Gerald Heard has expounded in his book: The Creed of
Christ. The more the prayer is studied, and the more it is
compared with all the other means for defining and uniting
Christian people, the more it seems clear that it is the one
central and enduring postulate, the essential code, the real
creed of Christianity. By this prayer we may and must
judge all Christianity, whether it is the millenial record of
the Church or our own acts and thoughts of the last half-
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